
Statistics 
 
In 1917, the first woman was elected to Congress (Jeannette Rankin, MT, House). In 1967, 
there were 12 Congresswomen (11 in House, 1 in Senate). In 2017, there are 105 women in 
Congress (84 House, 21 Senate). 
 
Of the 2017 figure, 78 are Democrats, 27 are Republicans. Women comprise 19.6% of the 535 
members; 21 women (21%) serve in the Senate and 84 women (19.3%) serve in the House of 
Representatives. Five female delegates (3D, 2R) also represent American Samoa, the District of 
Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands in the House of Representatives. 
http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/women-us-congress-2017 
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43244.pdf 
 
Compare this to the UK, where there are currently 208 female MPs. This is out of 650 total; 
thus, women represent just about ⅓ of the lower House. In the House of Lords, there are 207 
female Lords. Out of about 800, women represent just ¼ in the upper House. 
And Iceland, where women occupy 30/63 seats in the Icelandic parliament (the Althing/Alþingi). 
 
"⅔ of American women are afraid to walk alone in their own neighborhoods at night, according 
to one poll, and another reported that half of British women were afraid to go out after dark 
alone and 40% were ‘very worried’ about being raped.”-Rebecca Solnit, Wanderlust, 2000 
 
In the UK: "...women make up 60% of those earning less than the living wage.” 
-Sue Lloyd-Roberts, The War on Women, 2016 
 
From The Shriver Report, Ed. Olivia Morgan and Karen Skelton, 2014: 
In the US: “…nearly 70% of single mothers and their children are either living in poverty or 
teetering on the edge.” 
 
“In all American households with children under the age of 18, more than ¼ are supported 
primarily or solely by the income of a single mother.” 
 
“Women are nearly ⅔ of minimum-wage workers in this country.” 
 
“…if women received pay equal to their male counterparts, the US economy would produce 
$447.6 billion in additional income, about equal to the entire economy of the state of Virginia.” 
 
“Women do most of the care work in families; they care for children, the elderly, the sick, and 
the disabled. According to the US Census Bureau, women devote more than 110 million hours 
a year to unpaid interactive childcare, more than double men’s less than 55 million hours.” 
 
 
 

http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/women-us-congress-2017
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43244.pdf


Resources 
 
Fiction Books 
The Handmaid's Tale -Margaret Atwood  
The Awakening -Kate Chopin  
The Yellow Wall-paper -Charlotte Perkins Gilman 
A Doll's House -Henrik Ibsen 
Their Eyes Were Watching God -Zora Neale Hurston 
Beloved -Toni Morrison 
Wide Sargasso Sea -Jean Rhys 
The Color Purple -Alice Walker 
 
Non-Fiction Books 
A Vindication of the Rights of Women -Mary Wollstonecraft  
The Second Sex -Simone de Beauvoir  
The Feminine Mystique -Betty Friedan  
The Female Eunuch -Germaine Greer 
Dear Ijeawele, Or a Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions -Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza -Gloria Anzaldúa 
Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity -Judith Butler 
Women, Race, and Class -Angela Y Davis 
Headscarves and Hymens -Mona Eltahawy 
Sex and Caste -Casey Hayden & Mary King 
Ain't I a Woman?: Black Women and Feminism -bell hooks  
A Woman Looking at Men Looking at Women: Essays on Art, Sex, and the Mind  -Siri Hustvedt 
The War on Women -Sue Lloyd-Roberts 
Separate Roads to Feminism -Benita Roth 
The Hidden Face of Eve -Nawal El Saadawi 
The Purity Myth -Jessica Valenti 
 
Visual Media 
The Handmaid's Tale TV series (2017) 
Miss Represented documentary (2011) 
Iron Jawed Angels film (2004) 
We Should All Be Feminists- Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg3umXU_qWc&t=6s 
First Wave Feminism without White Women 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gj23X2ngUQs&index=6&list=PLT4f6JoFtXiWKjiBb9nTHVp
ViNHh1MsEs 
Second Wave Feminism without White Women 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uc0xwxae6Q4&t=2s 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uc0xwxae6Q4&t=2s


Websites 
American Association of University Women 
http://www.aauw.org/ 
Emily’s List--American organisation which seeks to help get more women elected to office 
http://www.emilyslist.org/ 
Everyday Feminism 
https://everydayfeminism.com/ 
Everyday Sexism Project 
https://everydaysexism.com/ 
Fawcett Society 
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/ 
Feministing 
http://feministing.com/ 
Hollaback! 
https://www.ihollaback.org/ 
National Women’s Law Center 
https://nwlc.org/ 
 
Articles 
The Fourth Wave of Feminism: Meet the Rebel Women 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/10/fourth-wave-feminism-rebel-women 
The Logic of Trump's Sexist Attacks 
www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/06/the-logic-of-trumps-sexist-attacks/532329/ 
A feminist glossary because we didn't all major in gender studies 
www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/03/16/feminism-glossary-lexicon-language/99120600/ 
Men Explain Things to Me 
https://www.guernicamag.com/rebecca-solnit-men-explain-things-to-me/ 
Why are women scared to call themselves feminists? 
http://www.salon.com/2012/12/03/why_are_women_scared_to_call_themselves_feminists/ 
Feminism For Sale 
https://newrepublic.com/article/132991/feminism-sale 
Wny I Didn't Run the Caitlin Moran Interview 
https://www.bitchmedia.org/post/why-i-didnt-run-the-caitlin-moran-interview 
Laura Mulvey's seminal essay on the male gaze: 
http://www.composingdigitalmedia.org/f15_mca/mca_reads/mulvey.pdf 
10 great feminist films 
http://www.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/news-bfi/lists/10-great-feminist-films 
Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex 
http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1052&context=uclf 
 
Places Nearby 
The Women’s Library: LSE Library (4th floor), 10 Portugal Street, London WC2A 2AE 
The Feminist Library: 5 Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1 7XW 
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