
"Freedom is never really 
won, you earn it and win 

it in every generation.”
Coretta Scott King

Black History Month Presentation 2018



Hidden Figures
Black women have made an 
enormous contribution to the 
building of America, breaking  
gender and racial barriers as 
they made history. 

Their resilience and leadership 
contributed to the social, 
economic, cultural  and 
political landscape not only for 
Black Americans, but for our 
country as a whole. 

Yet they are unsung and 
unknown – literally hidden 
figures.

Did you know …



Early Trailblazers

Anna Julia Cooper speaks to us from the pages 
of the current US passport. Born enslaved, she is 
one of the most prominent African American 
scholars in US history. 

Dr Anna Julia Cooper
Educator and author

The cause of freedom is not the 
cause of a race or a sect, a party or 
a class - it is the cause of human 
kind, the very birthright of humanity.



Ida B Wells
Publisher and journalist
African-American journalist, 
newspaper editor, suffragist, 
sociologist, feminist, and, as a 
founding member of the NAACP, an 
early leader in the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

“The way to right wrongs is to turn the light of 
truth upon them” .



Susan McKinney Steward
Doctor
On graduating valedictorian from New York Medical 
College for Women in 1870, Susan became the first 
African-American woman to earn a medical degree in 
New York state and the third in the US.

Charlotte E. Ray
Lawyer
Was the first Black American female lawyer. A graduate 
of Howard University, she was the first female admitted 
to the District of Columbia Bar and the first woman 
admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia. Charlotte set a precedent for 
women in other states to be admitted to the bar.



Bessie Colman,
Aviator
Elizabeth Coleman was the world’s first black female pilot. 
After a tragic series of mechanical errors, she crashed her 
plane while performing, dying at the early age of 34. Her 
legacy was honoured when, in 1995, she appeared on US 
postal stamps and she received a series of posthumous 
honors across the country for her pioneering work, energy 
and passion for aviation.

Maggie Lena Walker,
Banker
Maggie Lena Walker was the first woman bank 
president in the United States. On founding St. Luke 
Penny Savings Bank in 1903, she served as president 
of the bank until 1932. 



Mae Jemison.
Astronaut

Mae Jemison is the first African-American woman 
astronaut, a leading scientist and advocate for girls' 
education in the U.S. A physician by training, 
she joined NASA in 1987 and served aboard the 
space shuttle Endeavor in 1992. For the past several 
years, she has led 100 Year Starship, a research 
philanthropy project dedicated to promoting the 
research needed for interstellar travel.  

Nurse and educator Hazel Winifred Johnson-Brown 
(1927 – 2011) was the first Black female general in the 
US Army and the first Black chief of the US Army Nurse 
Corp.

Hazel Winifred Johnson
US Army General 



Gwendolyn Brooks
Poet

Gwendolyn Brooks (born 1917) was the first African 
American to receive a Pulitzer Prize for Poetry and is 
best known for her poetic portraits of urban African 
Americans. She was the first Black woman poetry 
consultant to the Library of Congress and was poet 
laureate of the State of Illinois. 

Zora Neale Hurston
Novelist and anthropologist

Zora Neale Hurston (1891 – 1960) is known for her contributions 
to American literature, her portrayal of racial struggles in the 
American South and her research work documenting Haitian 
voodoo.  Of four novels and more than 50 other published works, 
she is best known for her 1937 novel Their Eyes Were Watching 
God.



Ruth Simmons
Educator

Ruth Simmons is the first African American to be named 
President of an Ivy League university on being sworn in as 
the 18th President of Brown University in 2001. As Brown's 
first woman President, she was the first African American 
woman to lead any major university in the United States.

Addie Wyatt
Labor Leader

Addie L. Wyatt, as a US labor leader and a civil rights activist, 
was the first African-American woman elected international 
vice president of a major labor union, the Amalgamated Meat 
Cutters Union. She was also a founding member of the 
National Organisation of Women.



Inequality Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c
aarVAS40jQ

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caarVAS40jQ


Where Black Women Stand Today

Black American women are:

4 times more likely than white women to die from pregnancy-related causes,

represent 61 percent of new HIV infections and 43 percent more likely to die from breast 

cancer than white women. Black women with cervical cancer die at twice the rate of white 
women and hypertension is more prevalent amongst African American women than any other 
group of women

Health check

Education
Only 2 percent of African American women are represented in STEM fields vs women in 
total who make up 24 percent of the STEM workforce. 

White women make more than African American women among full-time, year-round 
workers, regardless of what degrees they have obtained.

25.4 percent of African American women over the age of 25 earned at least a bachelor’s 
degree compared with 38% of White women. 



Entrepreneurship
African American-owned businesses are the fastest-growing segment of the 

women-owned business market, starting up at a rate 6 times more than the 

national average.  As of 2017, African Americans owned 19% of all women-
owned businesses. 

Where Black Women Stand Today

Economic and criminal injustice
While white women make around 75 percent of white men’s annual earnings, black 

women make only 63 percent of white men’s annual earnings.  

The poverty rate for African American women is 28.6 percent compared to 10.8 

percent for white, non-Hispanic women while 70% of Black mothers are the 
primary or sole breadwinners for their families.

African American women are 3 times more likely than white women to be 
incarcerated.



Sojourner Truth, born into slavery, she became a 
prominent abolitionist, a civil and women’s rights 
campaigner. After escaping to freedom with her 
daughter, she became the first Black woman to win 
recovery of her son in court from a white man.

Fannie Lou Hamer, black voting rights champion, 
notable for speaking passionately about including her 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party at the 
Democratic Party National Convention in 1964 and 
highlighting the violence they faced to vote at all.

Ella Baker, one of the most influential organisers for racial 
and economic justice, culminating in the founding of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 
which drove black voter registration in the South during the 
Mississippi Freedom Summer of 1964.                                               

Political Leadership of Black Women



Rosa  Parks,  ‘Mother of Freedom’ and a figurehead of 
the Civil Rights Movement. Rosa Parks was central to 
the strategy that prompted the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott.                  

Shirley Chisholm, the first black woman elected to 
U.S. Congress in 1968, and the first black candidate 
for a major party's nomination for president.

Marsha P. Johnson, a black transgender activist, 
leader of the Stonewall uprising and a founder of the 
Gay Liberation Movement. 



Angela Davis is an American political activist, academic and 
author, who emerged in the 1960s as a prominent 
counterculture radical as a leader of the Communist Party in the
US and as a member of the Black Panthers. She continues to 
campaign for racial and social justice today.

A self-described “black, lesbian, mother, warrior, poet,” Audre Lorde 
dedicated both her life and her creative talent to confronting and 
addressing the injustices of racism, sexism, and homophobia. 
Lorde's writings and speeches addressed the need for solidarity and 
intersectionality across struggles. 

Barbara Charline Jordan was an American lawyer, educator and 
politician who was the first African American elected to the Texas 
Senate after Reconstruction and the first Southern African-American 
woman elected to the United States House of Representatives.



Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi created a Black-centered 
political will and movement building project -- #BlackLivesMatter -- in response to 
the acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s murderer, George Zimmerman. BLM is now a 
global network of more than 40 chapters, building local power to intervene in 
violence inflicted on Black communities.

Patris



Leveraging the Power of Black Women
In 2008 and 2012, Black women turned out to vote at higher rates than any other 
demographic group, playing a decisive role ushering in new candidates across 
the country.   

In 2016, Black women gained 14 state legislative seats and constituted 20 
percent of the freshmen women in Congress. 

Yet their representation still lags woefully behind: Black women comprise 7 
percent of the U.S. population, yet just 5 percent of federal judges, 4 percent of 
mayors in the nation’s 100 largest cities, and 3 percent of members of Congress 
and state legislators. 

In 2016, Black women were expected to continue their historical trends by voting 
in large numbers, but too little attention was paid to long-standing disparities and 
virtually no specific policies to improve their everyday lives. As a result, turnout 
among black women in 2016 fell from more than 70 percent to just 64 percent. 



Some Leaders Exciting Democrats

Stacey Abrams (GA)
First woman and Black woman 
to lead in the Georgia House of 
Representatives. Focus is on 
equality fostering prosperity, the 
growth of bold and ambitious 
children, and an effective and 
engaged government

Lisa Blunt Rochester (DE)
First woman and person of color to 
be elected to Congress in Delaware. 
A former expat, Lisa recognizes the 
importance a world view plays in 
policy-making. She advocates for 
education, a strong economy and 
strong workforce.

Lauren Underwood (IL)
A Registered Nurse and past advisor 
to the US Department of Health and 
Human Services, her commitment is 
to fighting for families, jobs and 
economic security, government 
accountability, access to affordable 
healthcare and support for public 
schools.

Sheila Oliver (NJ)
Phil Murphy running mate and 
newly-elected, first Black Lt. 
Governor of New Jersey.  She 
promotes women’s rights, 
champions equal pay and 
increases in minimum wage, is 
committed to making the state a 
place where young people want 
to stay to start careers and 
families.

Jennifer Carroll Foy (VA)
Won her Virginia 2nd District seat on 
October 2017. She is a graduate of 
VMI (Virginia Military Institute) and 
the first Public Defender ever in the 
Virginia Assembly. Core issues of 
her campaign were healthcare, 
growing the middle class, criminal 
justice reform, education and fighting 
for veterans.

Vi Lyles (NC)
Holding political office at state level 
is key to the protection of citizens 
rights. Elected Mayor of Charlotte, 
NC in November 2017 Lyles is the 
first African American woman to run 
North Carolina’s largest city.  She is 
a nearly 30-year veteran of local 
politics.



Supporting Today’s Political Leaders

Black Women in Politics is a searchable database of 500 and growing Black 
women candidates running for office in 2018:  

91 for federal seats, 172 for state seats, 210 for local seats and 27 unspecified.

Of these 218 are in blue states and 282 in red states

196 are incumbents and 304 are challengers

Thank you Luvvie Ajayi!


